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diate effect of the speech was an immense increase in
Monk's popularity. The conservative Republicans were
delighted at his deferential demeanour; their ladies, re-
turning from Mrs. Monk's reception at Whitehall, ap-
proved her sweetmeats, and complacently noted how
she had helped them to wine with her own hand; while
the country at large read the general's speech as a threat
to the oligarchy which oppressed it. The city was en-
thusiastic, for not only did it begin to doubt the sin-
cerity of his devotion to the Rump, but by his conclusion
about Ireland the capitalists saw in him their champion.
And, as we have seen, at such a crisis the capitalists had
then the same peculiar influences which they have exer-
cised under similar conditions in more modern times.

In fact from this moment the city became the scene
on which the drama of the Eestoration was to be played
out. A week ago Mordaunt had arrived on a special
mission from Charles to assure the Corporation of his
constitutional intentions should he return, and the city
had definitely turned its face to the King. The situa-
tion which the prevailing political uncertainty had
brought about was no longer endurable. Trade was in
a state of complete stagnation. Property was felt to
be unsafe. The city was without a single representative
in Parliament. It saw the moment had come for a
decisive step, and two days after Monk's speech, on the
ground that the sitting Parliament was not a repre-
sentative assembly, the Common Council resolved to
pay no more taxes till the House had filled up its
vacancies.

Monk's principles were immediately put to a severe
test. It was late at night when the vote of defianceen clone better.    The imrne-
